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Abstract

Translation criticism is still an absent practice in Arab academic and cultural studies,
despite its importance in understanding the mechanisms of Arab reception of the thought of
others. The importance of this type of criticism increases when it addresses foreign texts
that invest essential components in our Arab culture. Edward Said is considered one of the
most prominent of these components. Hence the source of the importance of the book that
Timothy Brennan wrote about him and his thought, and the importance of the Arabic
translation that Muhammad Asfour completed for this book. However, many errors
occurred in this translation. We want to highlight this through a small form, no more than
one page.
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"They seemed to want to hold on to anything that had a brush with the man himself. The Egyptian novelist
Ahdaf Soueif recalled thar young people used to walk up to Said after lectures just wanting to touch him.
Moments before | took the lectern, two rows of students at the back abruptly stood up (their intervention had
apparently been planned) and began to chant lines from Frantz Fanon’s Wretched of the Farth as if ar a political
rally. The tumultuousness of the event seemed at odds somehow with the more mixed reception Said had
received over the years, and its third-world revolt a little distant from his own shifting positions and divided
sympathies. In the previous decade, in fact, Said had threatened to disappear “into the front pages” (as Martin
Amis once wrote about the novelist Salman Rushdie), having become an icon rather than the down-to-earth
and rather insecure seeker he had always felt himself to be. On the other hand, the energy of the event seemed
Just right for a man who had managed to turn street fighting into cultivated debates in foreign lecture halls.
With Said, Palestinians had their urbane spokesman probing the manias of the metropolis; supporters of Israel
found their malignant charlatan and terrorist; scholars of the Orient saw a well-armed foe in the rearview
mirror; a non-white diaspora in the universities thanked him for blazing the trail of their own multicultural
emergence; leftists within the university scratched their heads wondering how someone with his views
managed to be so rewarded by the powerful. It had, in other words, become easy to turn Said into a series of
placards without depth or nuance. His overall effect, though, was hard to miss. A Palestinian American critic,
intellectual, and activist, Edward Said is now considered one of the most transformative thinkers of the last
half-century. Poet and theorist, cajoler and strategist, he was equally at home in scholarly journals, popular

magazines, and mass-circulation newspapers’.
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had apparently been planned) and began to chant lines from Frantz Fanon’s Wretched of the Earth as if at a
political rally”.
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"The tumultuousness of the event seemed at odds somehow with the more mixed reception Said had
received over the years, and its third-world revolt a little distant from his own shifting positions and divided

sympathies”.
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"In the previous decade, in fact, Said had threatened to disappear “into the front pages” (as Martin Amis
once wrote about the novelist Salman Rushdie), having become an icon rather than the down-to-earth and

rather insecure seeker he had always felt himself to be".
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"On the other hand, the energy of the event seemed just right for a man who had managed to turn street

fighting into cultivated debates in foreign lecture halls".
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"With Said, Palestinians had their urbane spokesman probing the manias of the metropolis; supporters of
Israel found their malignant charlatan and terrorist; scholars of the Orient saw a well-armed foe in the rearview
mirror; a non-white diaspora in the universities thanked him for blazing the trail of their own multicultural
emergence; leftists within the university scratched their heads wondering how someone with his views

managed to be so rewarded by the powerful".
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