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Abstract

This article explores the central ideas of Italian Marxist thinker Antonio Gramsci, who emerged as one of the most
influential Marxist theorists of the 20th century, discussing concepts such as hegemony, the crisis of bourgeois
democracy, and international relations. It reviews Gramsci's life and his writing of the "Prison Notebooks," which
introduced fundamental concepts including hegemony, war of position, organic crisis, and Caesarism. Gramsci
emphasizes hegemony as an intellectual and moral leadership that seeks to unify diverse class interests under the
dominance of a ruling social group, transforming the bourgeois state into an educational and assimilative apparatus for
the entire society.

Gramsci also proposes the "war of position," a long-term strategy aimed at conquering Western civil society, contrasting
the "war of movement" exemplified by the Russian Revolution due to the complex structure of Western societies.
Additionally, the article outlines Gramsci's views on organic crisis and Caesarism, explaining how the collapse of
traditional hegemony creates a political vacuum potentially filled by temporary authoritarian measures aiming to manage
the instability resulting from institutional breakdown.

Internationally, Gramsci's ideas inspired the neo-Gramscian school of International Political Economy, analyzing how the
balance of power between states and societies is constructed. He argues that international relations follow rather than
precede underlying social structures, highlighting the role of geographic, economic, military, and ideological factors in
shaping global power dynamics.

The article concludes that Gramsci provides a flexible intellectual framework linking history, politics, and ideology,
rendering his ideas highly effective analytical tools for comprehending contemporary political and social realities,
particularly in the context of ongoing political crises faced by European democracies today.

Keywords: Antonio Gramsci, Cultural Hegemony, Bourgeois Democracy, International Political Economy,
Marxist Thought
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