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“The principles of identity and noncontradiction clearly do not

bind the Orientalist. What overrides them 1is Orientalist
expertise, which is based on an irrefutable collective verity
entirely within the Orientalist's philosophical and rhetorical
grasp. Smith is able without the slightest trepidation to speak
about "the jejune, practical and . . . constitutionally irreligious
habit of the Arabic mind," Islam as a system of "organized
hypocrisy," the impossibility of "feeling any respect for
Moslem devotion, in which formalism and vain repetition are
reduced to a system." His attacks on Islam are not relativist, for
it is clear to him that Europe's and Christianity's superiority is

actual, not imagined.”(Said 1978/2003: 236-237)
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“Two great themes dominate his remarks here and in
what will follow: knowledge and power, the

Baconian themes.” (Said 1978/2003:32)
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