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Abstract:

Visual communication was a rich field of study to many philosophers. Their interest was
directed at how pictures can convey meanings and information; and how a receiver can
appropriately interpret message involved in those pictures. This paper is a translation of
ArtoMutanen’s paper “Relativity of Visual Communication" (2016) as an example of how he
developed Wittgenstein’s theoretical ideas. This necessitates to render his scholarship into
Arabic as a sound ground to boost the academic interests of Arabs to bridge the gap of the

current limited research in Arabic.
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Visual communication is one of the most important ways of conveyingand sharing
information by means of symbols and imagery. It is characterized by simplicity and quickness
in transmission of ideas than written materials. Man's daily activities often involve visual
components which are either fully meaningful by their own, for example, traffic lights which
give directions to vehicles, or they can support meanings of spoken words along with gestures
and body language. In both cases, visual components are used as tools to reinforce meanings

we intend to share with others.

Visual communication is a basis for contact processes in our today's fast-paced world simply
described as "information age", therefore, it is a fertile field for conducting researches. In
advanced societies, where most activities are connected somehow to electronic media, such as
the Internet, there developed an urgent need to get knowledge from simple expressive images
in order to save time. Researches based on visual communication touched many areas of
science; and especially in fields where contact depends chiefly on visual aids such as

drawings, graphics, animated pictures, and so on.

One of the most eminent philosophers who studied visual communication was Ludwig
Wittgenstein, who developed Picture Theory in his book "TractatusLogico-Philosophicus",
first published in 1922. TractatusLogico-Philosophicus was a guide to later logical positivists

who developed its ideas.

In "A Review of the Evolution of Animal Colour Vision and Visual Communication

Signals""

conducted by D. Osorio M. Vorobyev, 2008, it is clear how animals and plants'
visual colorful displays allow them to respond to these signals as they forage for food, choose
mates and so-forth. The paper mainly discusses the evolutionaryrelationship between
photoreceptor spectral sensitivities of four groups of land animals: birds, butterflies,primates
and hymenopteran insects (bees and wasps)—, the colour signals that are relevant to them,and

how understanding is informed by models of spectral coding and colour vision.

In "Occupational Safety and Visual Communication: User-Centred Design ofSafety Training

Material for Migrant Farmworkers in Italy"®

prepared by Lucia Vigoroso and others, 2018,
the main aim was to develop visual safety training material based on migrant farmworkers’
needs to increase their satisfaction in the training process. The study focused mainly on the
use of visual material to attain the assumed objectives in order to overcome language barriers

and to effectively convey useful information to migrant farmworkers. Migrant farmworkers
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who might benefit from training relied on information provided by means of visual

communication due to their often scarce knowledge of the local language.

In their study, "Exploring Visual Communication and Competencies through Interaction with
Images in Social Media”(3>, Matilda Stahl, and Hannah Kaihovirta, 2019, examine the
relationship between visual communication and secondary schools students' active
competencies when interacting with longer-lasting images in social media. On the basisof
visual ethnography and different levels of messages in visual material, the analysis of data
used shows that the focus student interacts with images in a way that communicates the kind
of persona the focus student wishes to convey in social media. The findings indicate that four
competencies are active while interacting with images in social media: visual competency;

technical competency; knowledge of social norms; and knowledge of self.

KaymarRaoufi and others'"Visual Communication Methods and Tools for Sustainability
Performance Assessment: Linking Academic and Industry Perspectives"®, 2019, investigates
emerging and ongoing effortsdone by non-experts, including students and marketing/finance
professionals, to formulate effective decisions based on quantitative analysis of data and
information. The problem stems from the lack of robust and clear visualization frameworks
which represent a barrier in advancing the efficacy of sustainability analyses, the tools used
for such analyses, and the decisions based on them, exacerbated by the gap between research
and industry practice. The analysis uncovers best practices for presenting actionable

sustainability analysis results that could provide a starting point.
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